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DAYS 15-21

Monday, January 24th
- Sunday, January 30th



DAY fifteen
January 24th

created for passion

         hen I was in my 20s, I fell in love with God, but  
         I still had a lot of junk to deal with because I  
         had been a very immoral person before I got  
         saved. I went to my pastor, Olen Griffing, and  
         said, “I don’t know what to do. I have a lot of 
lustful thoughts, but I don’t know how to get rid of lust. Is there 
anything you can share with me or a book you can give me that 
will help?” I’ll never forget what happened next. He looked at 
me, put his hands on my head and prayed, “Father, I pray that 
You will cause Robert to fall passionately in love with You. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” Then he just walked away. That prayer 
changed my life.

Over the last few days, we’ve been talking about different ways 
the Enemy tries to choke us and keep us from the Word of God. 
One way he does this is by trying to give us a desire for other 
things. In my case, it was physical lust, but it can be much 
broader than that. Maybe we’re lusting for more possessions, 
another spouse, more clothes or a different job. I’ve seen this 
cause more depression in people than anything else because 
they’re never satisfied. The only thing that can satisfy the human 
soul is God, not a new car or a new house.

W
For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of 
the world.

1 john 2:16



 ohn 1:1 is a verse you might be familiar with. It says, “In  
 the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
 and the Word was God.” Jesus is the Word and all things  
 were made through Him. Without Him, there would be  
 nothing. Meditate on that for a moment and personalize 
it. All things in your life come from Him, and without Him, 
nothing happens.
John 1:10 is a sad verse. It says, “He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.” 
Jesus created the world, but the world didn’t even know He gave 
them life and breath. They didn’t know the One who created 
them. They didn’t know His Word. But, as we’ve talked about 
over the last few days, if we meditate on the Word of God, we 
get to know Him and something supernatural begins to happen. 
Why? Because we’re actually meditating on Jesus when we study 
His Word.
Colossians 1 says all things are created by Him and held together 
by Him. I think there are some things Jesus would like to create 
in your life and there are some things He would like to hold 
together. But here’s something we must understand. When you 
accept Jesus, you determine how much of His life you’re going 
to let flow through you. One way to determine the extent is how 
much time you spend in His Word. The more time you spend in 
His Word, the more you’ll release His life in yours, and that’s 
when the supernatural happens. 

Now, take another look at today’s verse, 1 John 2:16: “For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.” 
Paul uses the word lust. When we think of this word, we 
probably think of it in a negative, sexual connotation. But the 
root of the word that translates to “lust” (epithemia) actually 
means “passion.” God created you with passion, but Satan 
twisted it into lust. We’re supposed to be passionate about God 
and people, but Satan turns it to lust for the wrong people and 
the wrong things, which keeps us from the Word of God.

Do you know what the Lord spoke to me in my quiet time the 
morning after Pastor Olen prayed for me? He said, “Son, it’s a 
passion for Me that drives out lust for others.” It’s that simple. 
Pursue the Lord—not so you can check it off your list, but so 
you can fall passionately in love with the One who is passionate 
for you.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Galatians 5:16–25

James 1:14–15
1 Peter 2:11

PRAYER
Father, I want to fall passionately in love with You. Help me to 
keep my eyes on You so that my desire for other things will fall 
away. Give me a renewed passion for Your Word today so that I 
can know You more. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

MeMory verse
1 peter 5:6-7
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon 
Him, for He cares for you.



DAY sixteen
January 25th

Fill your house
with the word

          haven’t always been passionate about the Word of God,  
          but do you know how I got so hungry for it? After I got  
          saved, I started traveling with James Robison and doing  
          youth meetings. He started preaching on demonic spirits,  
          and I told him I didn’t understand what he was talking 
about. So he said, “Why don’t you and Debbie come over to the 
house, and we’ll make homemade ice cream and get in the 
Word?” We joined them one night and James read Psalm 74:3, 
which says, “Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations. The 
enemy has damaged everything in the sanctuary.” He asked me, 
“Who’s the Enemy?” I said, “Satan.” He asked, “Where does it 
say he is?” I said, “The sanctuary.” He said, “Point to the 
sanctuary.” I said, “Wait a minute. Are you telling me I have 
demons?” He said, “Oh, Robert, you have lots of them.” I was 
rattled. I wanted to get them out, but he said, “No, we just need 
to keep reading the Word. We need to fill our houses with the 
Word of God.”

It didn’t make sense to me right then because I had always been 
taught that Christians can’t be in bondage to demons. But that’s 
not what Scripture says. It tells us it’s possible for a Christian to 
have a whole flock of demons. Who do you think the demons are 
going after? They’re not going after the world because the world 
is already on their side. However, if they can keep the Church in 
bondage then they can keep the Church from presenting Jesus 
to the world.

I
Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations. The enemy 

has damaged everything in the sanctuary.

Psalm 74:3



In Matthew 12:43–45, Jesus says, “When an unclean spirit goes 
out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and 
finds none. Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I 
came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in 
order. Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the 
last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be 
with this wicked generation.” The key term in this verse 39 is 
the word “empty.” See, if the spirit of lust, pride, insecurity or 
any other demon is driven out of you, it will come back with 
others. Your house might be clean and in order, but if it’s empty 
the demons can return worse than before.

That’s why when James helped me realize I had bondages in my 
life. I said, “Let’s get them out.” But he said, “First, let’s fill your 
house with the Word of God, so when they leave, they stay 
gone.” If you’re saved, but you still have sin and bondage in 
your life, the best thing you can do is read the Word.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Matthew 8:16–17

Mark 3:11
Mark 9:14–29

PRAYER
God, thank You that Your Word provides protection from the 
bondage of the Enemy. Help me to fill myself up with Your 
Word, so the Enemy will fail when he comes against me. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

MeMory verse
Psalm 28:7
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, 
and I am helped.



DAY seventeen
January 26th

ready for battle

        hroughout scripture, any reference to a sword could  
        mean one of two things. The first sword is what we  
        see when we think about King Arthur. It’s huge and  
        would probably take two hands just to hold it up. In  
        the Bible, the only one who carries this sword is 
Jesus. The other sword is the one Paul talks about in Ephesians 
6:17. He says, “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” The word Paul uses for 
sword isn’t the same as the big sword I just mentioned; it’s more 
of a dagger. It’s between six and eighteen inches long, and it’s 
razor sharp on both sides. What most people don’t know about 
this sword is that every soldier in the army at the time carried 
one. The thing that made this little weapon so fearsome is it was 
shaped like a hook or something resembling a corkscrew at the 
end. Basically, it was designed to do serious damage to the 
enemy. A fight with this weapon wouldn’t last long and wouldn’t 
be pretty.

This is exactly the reason the Holy Spirit chose this sword to 
describe what the Word of God looks like in your hand.

T

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.

ephesians 6:11-12



         hen I was growing up, I was taught that I  
         could lose and gain my salvation at least 30 or  
         40 times a day. I was raised to think heaven  
         was given to me by virtue of being perfect.  
         My biggest fear was I would stand before God 
and still have some sin on my plate. By trying to live a perfect 
life, I was really in bondage. I would constantly ask myself, “Is 
there anything I need to repent of now?” If I couldn’t think of 
anything, I would just assume I needed to repent of being 
prideful. That was the way that my religion churned inside of me 
every day, and it was more of a battle than a lifestyle. It wasn’t 
until years later the battle ended, and it was the Word of God 
that defeated it. See, the Word of God can be alive and active in 
our lives and we need it for the battles that take place inside of 
us.

When God created us, He did so in His own image with a spirit, 
soul and body—and only one of those three can be in charge. 
Adam and Eve were ruled by their spirits because they had 
constant communion with God. However, after they sinned, they 
were ruled by their souls. That’s how we came into this world, 
too, ruled by our souls, which are comprised of the mind, will and 
emotions. 

And, to the Enemy of your soul, this is one fearful weapon. 
Isaiah 55:11 says, “So shall My word be that goes forth from My 
mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 
what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent 
it.”

Let me ask you this: do you have your sword ready? Because 
when God’s Word is used and applied properly, things begin to 
happen. Over the next few days, we’re going to talk about how 
to do just that. But let me tell you: this sword has the Devil 
shaking in his boots, so make sure you arm yourself with it every 
day.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Isaiah 54:17
Luke 10:19

2 Corinthians 10:3–6

PRAYER
Lord, thank You that Your Word is a fearsome weapon to the 

Enemy. Thank You that Your Word is effective. Make me a skilled 
bearer of Your Word as I arm myself with it daily. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.

MeMory verse
Psalm 28:7

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, 
and I am helped.



DAY eighteen
January 27th

I am protected

         hen I turned 16 years old, I got my driver’s  
         license on a school day. After dinner that  
               night, right before my dad gave me the keys  
         to his car, he pulled me aside. He said, “Sit  
         down, son. We need to talk for a second. 
You’ve earned your license and you’re a good driver, but there’s 
something else I want you to know. If you get a ticket, I’m going 
to take the keys away for a month.” What do you suppose 
happened? On the third day, I got pulled over for speeding and 
got a ticket. Of course, the first words out of my dad’s mouth 
were, “Give me your keys.” I tried to talk my way out of it but it 
was no use. Just like he said, I didn’t get to drive for a month. 
Here’s what I learned about my dad: he meant what he said. Was 
it rigid and unloving for him to do that? No. In fact, it was loving 
for him to let me drive his car in the first place. He wasn’t 
punishing me. He was protecting me.

Similarly, our Father in heaven loves us and wants to protect us. 
A lot of times, people can confuse that for being hard and rigid. 
But God gave us His Word to protect us; not to limit or restrict 
us.

Now, the very fact that you and I need to be protected implies 
we’re going to get some negative attention. However, there’s 
something important you need to understand about this 
negative attention you’ll be receiving: it’s not directed at you. 

W
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in 

Him, and I am helped.

psalm 28:7



Since the Devil can’t attack God, he comes against us and hurts 
us so he can hurt God. And the way he does it is by stealing the 
Word of God from His children. Mark 4:15 says, “Satan comes 
immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their 
hearts.”

This has been happening since the beginning of creation. In 
Genesis 2:16–17, God commanded Adam not to eat from the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, saying, “[When you] eat of 
it, you will surely die.” It was the very first time God sowed His 
Word in a man’s heart. But shortly after, Satan told Eve that 
God’s Word about the tree wasn’t true. He was really attacking 
God’s Word, not Eve. Adam and Eve saw God’s command to 
not eat of one tree in an entire garden as a punishment instead 
of protection. Once we understand that God’s Word is meant to 
protect us, we’ll stop seeing God as an enforcer and start 
seeing Him as our Father and protector.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Psalm 45:3

Psalm 91
Matthew 10:16–20

PRAYER
Father, thank You for being a good Father whose Word offers 
protection from the Enemy. Please guard my life as I grow closer 
to You through reading and obeying Your Word. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

MeMory verse
Psalm 28:7
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, 
and I am helped.



DAY nineteen
January 28th

finding freedom

         hen I was growing up, I was taught that I  
         could lose and gain my salvation at least 30 or  
         40 times a day. I was raised to think heaven  
         was given to me by virtue of being perfect.  
         My biggest fear was I would stand before God 
and still have some sin on my plate. By trying to live a perfect 
life, I was really in bondage. I would constantly ask myself, “Is 
there anything I need to repent of now?” If I couldn’t think of 
anything, I would just assume I needed to repent of being 
prideful. That was the way that my religion churned inside of me 
every day, and it was more of a battle than a lifestyle. It wasn’t 
until years later the battle ended, and it was the Word of God 
that defeated it. See, the Word of God can be alive and active in 
our lives and we need it for the battles that take place inside of 
us.

When God created us, He did so in His own image with a spirit, 
soul and body—and only one of those three can be in charge. 
Adam and Eve were ruled by their spirits because they had 
constant communion with God. However, after they sinned, they 
were ruled by their souls. That’s how we came into this world, 
too, ruled by our souls, which are comprised of the mind, will and 
emotions. 

W

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner 

of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12



Essentially, we have the knowledge of good without the power 
to do it, and the knowledge of evil without the power to avoid 
it. Our souls are in charge. Thankfully, though, someone shared 
the Word of God with us—Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”—and we were given 
the ability to commune with God.

Here’s the problem. We’re ruled by our souls until we give our 
lives to God—that could be 20, 30, 40 years—and then the 
spirit comes alive on the inside and we say, “I want God to rule 
my life.” But the soul says, “No way,” and a battle begins. The 
good news is the Word of God comes to cut us free from being 
controlled by the soul, and reestablish the very created order 
God desires for us. So when a battle between our soul and spirit 
is raging inside of us, we need to reach for the Word of 
God—it’s a sharp weapon that brings freedom.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
John 8:31–32

John 10:28–29
1 Thessalonians 5:23

PRAYER
Father, thank You for allowing me to hear Your Word and for the 
ability to commune with You each and every day. Give me not 
only the knowledge of good and the power to do it, but also 
the knowledge of evil and the power to avoid it. Allow my spirit 
to be in charge of my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

MeMory verse
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.



DAY Twenty
January 29TH

Breaking strongholds

          few years ago, I was at the church teaching a Bible  
          class and one of those wild, Texas storms came  
          blowing in from the west. My wife was at home with  
          our children and the storm sirens began to go off,  
          signaling there was a tornado nearby. She turned on 
The Weather Channel and the radar map showed the tornados 
were in our neighborhood. So she grabbed the kids and went 
into the safest room in the house. They were huddled in there for 
about 15 minutes and my son, Seth, was tired of cowering under 
the tornado. He stood up, lifted his finger and said, “God, I 
command You, in Jesus’ name, to move that tornado!”

Now, obviously, after that, we worked to rearrange his 
understanding of who’s the boss, but I think God enjoys the 
spunk of someone who will stand up and say, “I’ve had enough 
of this! Here’s what the Word of God says!” The reason I think 
this is because when the Word of God is referenced throughout 
Scripture, many times it’s done so in the context of a battle.

In 2 Corinthians 10:3–5, Paul is talking about a spiritual war, and 
he shows us the Word of God casts down arguments and pulls 
down strongholds.

A

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according 
to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 

but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:3–5



A stronghold is defined as anything you know to be against the 
will of God that you also believe is unchangeable. So if there’s a 
situation in your life you believe God doesn’t approve of, but 
you don’t think will ever change, that’s a stronghold. The Word 
of God comes to destroy that.

Many times, the Enemy comes in with the power of suggestion, 
feeding us lies like, “I don’t think my marriage is going to 
work,” or “My business is doomed.” But, at the end of the verse 
we just read, Paul tells us to take those thoughts into captivity 
and make them obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). The only way 
we can tear down the Enemy’s arguments against us is by 
declaring the Word of God in our lives.

Did you know the Word was meant to be heard as well as read? 
If you’ve spent time studying His Word, you know it, and you 
can ask yourself, “What does the Bible say about that?” When 
you can do that, those verses and scriptures spoken aloud 
become a powerful sword against the Enemy.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Jeremiah 23:29

Ephesians 6:10–20

PRAYER
God, I thank You today that You have given me such a strong 
sword as Your very Word. Give me courage and wisdom today. 
Teach me how to bring the Word of God into my circumstances, 
and give me a newfound passion for Your Word. I receive it by 
faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

MeMory verse
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.



DAY TWENTY-ONE
January 30th

Jesus is the word

 ohn 1:1 is a verse you might be familiar with. It says, “In  
 the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
 and the Word was God.” Jesus is the Word and all things  
 were made through Him. Without Him, there would be  
 nothing. Meditate on that for a moment and personalize 
it. All things in your life come from Him, and without Him, 
nothing happens.
John 1:10 is a sad verse. It says, “He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.” 
Jesus created the world, but the world didn’t even know He gave 
them life and breath. They didn’t know the One who created 
them. They didn’t know His Word. But, as we’ve talked about 
over the last few days, if we meditate on the Word of God, we 
get to know Him and something supernatural begins to happen. 
Why? Because we’re actually meditating on Jesus when we study 
His Word.
Colossians 1 says all things are created by Him and held together 
by Him. I think there are some things Jesus would like to create 
in your life and there are some things He would like to hold 
together. But here’s something we must understand. When you 
accept Jesus, you determine how much of His life you’re going 
to let flow through you. One way to determine the extent is how 
much time you spend in His Word. The more time you spend in 
His Word, the more you’ll release His life in yours, and that’s 
when the supernatural happens. 

J

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are 
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 

good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

Philippians 4:8

          few years ago, I was at the church teaching a Bible  
          class and one of those wild, Texas storms came  
          blowing in from the west. My wife was at home with  
          our children and the storm sirens began to go off,  
          signaling there was a tornado nearby. She turned on 
The Weather Channel and the radar map showed the tornados 
were in our neighborhood. So she grabbed the kids and went 
into the safest room in the house. They were huddled in there for 
about 15 minutes and my son, Seth, was tired of cowering under 
the tornado. He stood up, lifted his finger and said, “God, I 
command You, in Jesus’ name, to move that tornado!”

Now, obviously, after that, we worked to rearrange his 
understanding of who’s the boss, but I think God enjoys the 
spunk of someone who will stand up and say, “I’ve had enough 
of this! Here’s what the Word of God says!” The reason I think 
this is because when the Word of God is referenced throughout 
Scripture, many times it’s done so in the context of a battle.

In 2 Corinthians 10:3–5, Paul is talking about a spiritual war, and 
he shows us the Word of God casts down arguments and pulls 
down strongholds.



That’s why we’ve spent 31 days meditating on the different 
aspects of His Word. It’s my hope that we will all let His life flow 
through us.
Now, let’s look at today’s verse again: “Finally, brethren, 
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue 
and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things” (Philippians 4:8). It’s a verse you might know, but I want 
to look at it in a different light. It says to meditate on things that 
are true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous and 
praiseworthy. As we’ve been studying, it’s obvious all of these 
words can be used to describe God’s Word. How incredible is 
that?
Now that you’ve completed this devotional study of God’s 
Word, you have an important choice to make. Will you continue 
to make the Word of God a part of your daily life? Just look 
back on the last 31 days. How has your life changed? Are you 
experiencing more peace? Are you bearing more fruit? I want to 
encourage you to continue to dive deeper into the Word, and 
as you continue to read and meditate on it, the Lord will 
continue to prosper you in everything you do.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
John 1:14

Revelation 19:13

PRAYER
God, thank You for giving me Your Word. Help me to meditate 
on things that are true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, 
virtuous and praiseworthy. Lord, please change my life and help 
me to be more like You. Thank You for writing Your Word upon 
my heart. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

MeMory verse
Joshua 1:8
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

         hen I was in my 20s, I fell in love with God, but  
         I still had a lot of junk to deal with because I  
         had been a very immoral person before I got  
         saved. I went to my pastor, Olen Griffing, and  
         said, “I don’t know what to do. I have a lot of 
lustful thoughts, but I don’t know how to get rid of lust. Is there 
anything you can share with me or a book you can give me that 
will help?” I’ll never forget what happened next. He looked at 
me, put his hands on my head and prayed, “Father, I pray that 
You will cause Robert to fall passionately in love with You. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” Then he just walked away. That prayer 
changed my life.

Over the last few days, we’ve been talking about different ways 
the Enemy tries to choke us and keep us from the Word of God. 
One way he does this is by trying to give us a desire for other 
things. In my case, it was physical lust, but it can be much 
broader than that. Maybe we’re lusting for more possessions, 
another spouse, more clothes or a different job. I’ve seen this 
cause more depression in people than anything else because 
they’re never satisfied. The only thing that can satisfy the human 
soul is God, not a new car or a new house.
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